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Local council spending revealed: overseas trips, hurt feelings and more ...

You

A LOCAL council is flying of-
ficials to San Francisco,
Seattle, Vancouver and New
York to investigate North
American colleges, despite al-
ready signing off on its plans
for a local university town.
City of Maribyrnong offi-
cials will fly to the US for
eight days next month citing
it is critical to the success of
turning Foolscray into a

BRIDIE BYRNE AND
CHRISTOPHER GILLETT

“thriving umiversity town”.
But the council refused to an-
swer questions about the cost
of the trip to ratepayers.
Mayor Grant Miles said
international  flights and
hotels would be “modest” in
cost and would appear on the
travel register later this year.

“The purpose of the bench-
marking exercise is to learn
from the experience of North
American university towns
where university and civic
authorities have worked to-
gether to achieve civic reju-
venation,” Cr Miles said.

“The Footscray University
Town project aims to initiate
and deliver on urban, social
and economic renewal for

FROM THE MAYOR

Council's budget has been out for
consuitation throughout May and is due to
be adopted at our June Ordinary Meeting.

While setting the budget we have had to take

into account the long-term perspective.

Council needs a rate increase higher than
CPI to provide the services and facilities
that our community needs, then we need
1o obtain an exemption from the Essential
Services Commission.

To make a decision about this we need

Footscray as a university
town. This is a collaborative
partnership between council
and Victoria University.”

Berkeley, Mission Bay,
Simon Fraser and Columbia
are among the universities on
the itinerary.

Cr Miles, deputy mayor
Nam Quach and sustainable
development director Nigel
Higgins will have the task of

finding out what lessons can
be applied to Melbourne.

Plans are under way to
turn Footscray into a univer-
sity town with sports and arts
precincts to shed its “wild
west” image and rejuvenate
the area.

The overseas lrip comes
after the council increased
rates by 4.7 per cent over the
next financial year.

r rates at work}

In addition, last year
the Auditor-General found
the council did not ad-
equately consider the impact
of rate increases on its resi-
dents.

Maribyrnong was one of 12
councils audited to assess
rating practices in Victoria.
bridie.byrne@news.com.au
SEND TIPS TO WASTEWATCHERS@
NEWS.COM.AU OR PHONE 9292 1226
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The reality is that we rely on our rates income ¥
and funding from other levels of government
to provide more than 100 services. Limiting
the rates income will have an effect. If
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Plan objections ‘too late’
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TWO petitions against the
controversial Eltham Town
Square renewal project, ta-
bled at a Nillumbik Shire
Council meeting last week,
have been submitted “too
late”, mayor Helen Coleman
says.

Almost 1800 residents and
54 traders signed separate
petitions that asked the
council to “desist from plans

BPORY - |

FIGHT OVER TOWN SQUARE PROJECT IN VAIN AS WORK STARTS

to build a commercial enter-
prise”, despite the tender
being awarded to ACE Con-
tractors last month.

The project, which in-
cludes a restaurant, public
toilets, a water fountain and
changes to access roads next
to the carparks, was given
the tick of approval by the
council on October 13, 2014.

Duringlast week’s council
meeting, Cr Ken King said
the project had divided
councillors and the com-
munity, but “the numbers
have it in the end”.

Cr Meralyn Klein said she

was “very concerned” about
the objections to the project,
saying “plans were buried
inside the website” and the

——

community consultation
process had “let the com-
munity down”.

Cr Bronnie Hattam said
some signed the petition
without knowing the facts.

Cr Michael Young said the
Eltham Chamber of Com-
merce supported the coun-
cil’s plans, despite the
petition. The organisation

could not be reached for
comment. Cr Coleman told
the Diamond Valley Leader
works had started and the
petitions were “too late”. “A
majority decision of (the)
council was made in April
2015, to award the tender to
complete the town square
redevelopment works, at
which point, the final and le-
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gally-binding decision to
proceed with this project
was made,” Cr Coleman
said.

“The petition was re-
ceived almost two months
after the contract was
awarded. (The) council has
been consulting with trad-
ers and the community on
this project since 2007, until
2014. The development has
started and is due for com-
pletion in early November.”




