Essential Services Commission

Melbourne Water Pricing submission

Yarra Riverkeeper Association (YRKA) brings together the community voices of the Yarra, Birrarung.
Together we advocate for the river, and work towards a Yarra, Birrarung that is healthy, protected
and loved.

e YRKA respects the important role played by the ESC in ensuring prices for water are fair and
equitable, and appreciates the careful consideration which has led to the draft
determination.

e YRKA is a not for profit organisation made up of members. As residents and citizens of
Melbourne, we all have a vital stake in all aspects of Melbourne Water’s business: the supply
of clean drinking water, sewerage, flood and drainage services. But of all aspects of
Melbourne Water’s pricing submission, the health of Melbourne’s primary waterway, the
Yarra Birrarung, is at the heart of our concerns.

e While thinking and planning is underway for sources of climate independent water, at this
time, the Yarra Birrarung provides the lion’s share of Melbourne’s drinking water, often
quoted as 70%. Melbourne’s drinking water is often acknowledged to be some of the best
drinking water in the world, the gift of our forested catchment, protected many years ago.

e This precious water depends fundamentally on the health of the catchment — the river AND
its lands.

e Inrecognition of the Yarra’'s significance, the Yarra River Protection Wilip-gin Birrarung
murron Act (The Act) became law in 2017.

e The Act required the development of a community vision, from which this is extracted.

‘Its (The Yarra, Birrarung’s) clean waters and connected network of thriving green
spaces nurture biodiversity, and deepen the relationship between people and
nature. Our Yarra River, Birrarung is respected as a sacred natural living entity and
everyone takes responsibility for its care. Its health and integrity are paramount and
uncompromised.

What is good for the Yarra is good for all.’
e Whereas the pricing determination has a five year horizon, the community vision has a
longer horizon, 50 years at the time of writing.
e From the vision flows a strategic plan for the river. That plan, Burndap Birrarung burndap
umarkoo, was launched in 2022.

e Melbourne Water was appointed as the lead agency for the plan.
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e Melbourne Water has undertaken this role proactively - with diligence, sincerity, and a
commitment to the collaboration that this novel governance calls for.

e Part of the motivation for the legislation was a recognition that the fragmented and overly
complex governance arrangements led to deflection of responsibility and under investment
in the River.

e BBBU took some time to find its feet, to establish new ways of working across agencies and
local government through the mechanism of the Yarra Collaboration Committee.

e BBBU is now building momentum. The early work on establishment is bearing fruit. As an
example, a more coordinated approach is being taken to the revegetation along the
Birrarung whch will improve river health in the longer term.

e However, these new arrangements are still young. Collaboration requires investment in time
as well as sustainable funding.

e local governments are putting resources towards the care of the River that would have been
inconceivable prior to the adoption of BBBU.

e Alongside BBBU is Melbourne Water’s Healthy Waterways Strategy. The mid-term review of
that strategy found many targets flatlining, not being achieved and trending downwards.

e  Wilip-gin Birrarung murron means ‘to keep the river alive’ in the Woi-wurrung language.

To honour and implement the intent of this unique piece of legislation, Yarra Riverkeeper
Association argues that ongoing investment in the Yarra Strategic Plan is warranted.

Conclusion

Yarra Riverkeeper Association supports continuing investment in Burndap Birrarung burndap
umarkoo, the Yarra Strategic Plan to consolidate the collaboration and sustain the momentum

Burndap Birrarung burndap umarkoo means what’s good for the River is good for all.

Janet Bolitho
President
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