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19 April 2022

Sarah Sheppard

Executive Director, Energy
Essential Services Commission
Level 8, 570 Bourke Street
Melbourne VIC 3000

Submission via: Engage Victoria

Dear Sarah
Re: Electricity Transmission Company Land Access Draft Statement of Expectations

CitiPower, Powercor and United Energy welcome the opportunity to respond to the Essential Services
Commission’s (ESC) consultation on the Electricity Transmission Company Land Access Draft Statement of
Expectations.

At this stage, the ESC’s Statement of Expectation only applies to holders of electricity transmission licences. We
support limiting the application of the Statement of Expectations to licensed transmission companies.

Distribution companies are significantly different to transmission companies
Distributors are required to provide electricity to millions of end use customers.

To service end use customers distributors are required to convert high voltage electricity into lower voltages at
substation transformers. The lower voltage electricity is then carried across wires or in underground cables to
businesses and homes.

In contrast, transmission companies are responsible for carrying high-voltage electricity over long distances via
large cables and steel towers from generators to terminal stations across Victoria.

As a result of the significantly different customer base, and network requirements, distributors face:
e asignificantly greater volume of assets

e asignificantly greater distribution of those assets

significantly more asset maintenance, inspection, and network augmentation

e service and metering

a far greater presence and awareness of community issues.
Distributors regularly access land using the section 93 power

The need, purpose, and frequency of use of the section 93 power under the Electricity Industry Act 2000 by
licensed distributors differs from that of transmission entities.

Distributors have many assets located on private land where there may be no easement or existing access
arrangement and these assets include, but are not limited to:

e single wire earth return (SWER) lines
e substations

¢ poles and wires
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e recast terms of leases,! undermining the purpose of the transmission entity entering into leasing
arrangement in the first place

e recasting terms of licences,? by imposing additional obligations into licence agreements that have been
negotiated and agreed to between a transmission company and a landowner

e amend the terms of a contracts that have been negotiated in good faith.
Access to land for vegetation management purposes must be outside of scope

When a distributor enters land for the purposes of tree cutting or the removal of vegetation in the vicinity of
powerlines, it is entering using powers provided under the Electricity Safety Act and associated regulations.

Clear requirements governing the arrangements for access to land for vegetation management purposes are
contained in the legislation and regulations. For example, many of the obligations contained in the Statement of
Expectations such as providing notice, providing a dispute resolution process and providing the contact details of
a responsible person should an affected person have any concerns are already reflected in the Electricity Safety
Act, the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2015, and the Code of Practice for Electric Line
Clearance.

Vegetation management obligations are imposed to minimise the risks to the community and the environment
caused by the interaction of trees and powerlines. This includes the risk that such interaction may cause faults
resulting in power outages and/or damage to network assets, start bushfires or create electrical safety hazards.

If the Statement of Expectations were to be applied on top of the already existing legislation relating to
vegetation management, individual landowner rights will be disproportionately represented when contrasted
against community values towards safety.

Scope should be limited to transmission companies

Should the ESC be considering extending the application of this guideline to distributors, we request an further
consultation with stakeholders on this matter.

Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Trent Gibson on -r

Yours sincerely,

.

Brent Cleeve
Head of Regulatory Policy and Compliance
CitiPower, Powercor and United Energy

A lease provides the lessee exclusive possession of the leased premises and where the transmission company is the lessee, they have the
right to exclude all other people from the premises.

2 Alicence agreement is a binding agreement between a licensor and a licensee that grants the licensee permission to use or possess the
licensor’s property for a specified term.
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