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Essential Services Commission Act  
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Pricing Order (PO) 

 

Competitively Neutral 
Pricing  Principles Order 

(CNPPO) 

Least Cost Capacity Expansion  
Principles Order  

(LCCEPO) 

Mandatory  

Optional  

Demonstrate 
compliance with PO 
(Annual Compliance 

Statement) 

Apply to 
rebalance 

tariffs 

Set tariffs 
compliant 
with PO 

Inquiries on 
compliance with PO 

(5-yearly)  

Apply for  
TAL to 
cease  

Make information determinations 

Delivering Victorian Infrastructure Act   

Fixed 
functions 

Additional 
guidance, 
processes 

Commentary on compliance within 5 year review period 

Accept/ 
reject 

applications 
to rebalance 

tariffs 

Publish guidance documents 

Apply to ESC for certification of 
capacity expansion proposals (if not 

approved by Ports Minister) 

Certify or not certify a proposal based 
on application of LCCEP Order 

Market power inquiries for 
setting rents (3-5 years) 

Request ESC to 
conduct competitive 

neutrality inquiry  
(PM Act) 

Conduct competitive 
neutrality inquiry Receive user 

complaints 
of PO non-
compliance 

Set service 
quality 

standards  
(on Minister 

request) 

The Port Management Act and 
Delivering Victorian Infrastructure 
Act allow the Commission to make 
port-related determinations under 
Part 3 of the ESC Act, collect and 
use information under Part 4 of 
the ESC Act and undertake 
inquiries under Part 5 of the ESC 
Act 

Triggered 
functions 

Consult users 
in setting 

tariffs 

May 
investigate 

complaints of 
PO non-

compliance 

May set 
service quality 
standards (ESC 

discretion) 

Determine 
competitively neutral 

prices for second 
container port 

Accept/ 
reject 

application 
for TAL to 

cease 


