OFFICIAL

Essential Services Commission

Notice of inquiry: Five-yearly inquiry into Port of
Melbourne compliance with the pricing order 2026

Part 3 of the Port Management Act 1995 read with the Pricing Order 2016 issued under section 49A
of that Act establishes the framework for economic regulation of prescribed services provided by the
Melbourne port licence holder, Port of Melbourne Operations Pty Ltd.

Purpose of the inquiry

The Essential Services Commission is required to conduct an inquiry into whether the Port of
Melbourne has complied with the Pricing Order during the review period 1 July 2021 to 30 June 2026.
The inquiry must be conducted in accordance with section 491 of the Port Management Act 1995 and
Part 5 of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 (except for sections 40 and 46).

Under section 49l of the Port Management Act 1995, the commission is to consider:
e whether the Port of Melbourne has complied with the Pricing Order during the review period
e if there was non-compliance with the Pricing Order, whether that non-compliance was, in the
commission’s view, non-compliance in a significant and sustained manner.

Contributing to the inquiry

Interested parties and members of the public can make submissions to the commission on any of the
inquiry matters. The commission will consult via its website and Engage Victoria, and will hold a
virtual public forum in late August to identify matters for consideration in this inquiry. The matters that
the commission would like submissions to deal with are whether there has been compliance with the
Pricing Order during the review period and if there was non-compliance whether the commission
should regard that non-compliance as significant or sustained.

Visit the commission’s website https://www.esc.vic.gov.au/port-melbourne-compliance-inquiry-2026 to
learn how you can contribute to this inquiry and make submissions. Submissions may be made in
writing, or alternatively verbally as may be agreed with the commission. If a submission is not
received within the specified period, the commission may decide not to consider the submission. The
commission is open to taking submissions from now until 5pm Friday 28 August 2026.

If you want to be on the commission’s mailing list for this inquiry (providing information on release of
commission papers and details of the public forum), or if you would like to discuss your views in
person, please email ports@esc.vic.gov.au or phone (+61 3) 9032 1300 / 1300 664 969.

Timing of the inquiry
The inquiry will commence immediately and the commission is required to provide its final inquiry
report to the Minister for Finance by 31 December 2026.
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